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But they have said, “May a curse come upon his neighbors that made it 
necessary for him to do so.” 


Bar Qappara said, “Even on the third day he should not do any act of 
labor.” 


Bar Qappara is consistent with his other views, for Bar Qappara has 
said, “Mourning retains its power over the mourner for only three 
days.” 


[E] R. Abba son of R. Pappi, R. Joshua of Sikhnin in the name of R. 
Levi: “For the first three days after death, the soul flutters over the 
body, thinking that she will return to it. When she sees that the 
appearance of the corpse deteriorates, she leaves the body and 
goes her way.” 


[F] After three days the belly explodes over the face and says to the 
deceased, “Here is what you have stolen and seized and given to 
me.” 

[G] R. Haggai in the name of R. Josiah proves that proposition from 
the following verse of Scripture: “[Behold, I will rebuke your 
offspring, and] spread dung upon your faces, the dung of your 
offerings [and I will put you out of my presence]” (Mal. 2:3). 


[H] At that moment: “He feels only the pain of his own body, and he 
mourns only for himself’ (Job 14:22). 


The sharecroppers of the land [of the mourner], those who rent land for 
a fixed proportion of the crop and those who contract [to work for the 
mourner], do labor [during the memorial period since they work for 
themselves, not for him]. Those who do day labor for him, those who 
lead his camels and his barges do not work [since they are his 
employees]. 


R. Joshua b. Levi said, “If he had a cow rented by others in the town 
for its milk — lo, this one continues to do work.” 


Said to him R. Yosé, “That which you have said applies in the case of 
one who already was obligated to him. Lo, so far as making such 
arrangements at the outset, it is forbidden.” 


In the case of two brothers, two partners, two butchers, two 
shopkeepers, to one of whom a misfortune happened — lo, these both 
must lock their shop. 


One’s sharecroppers and workers labor in a discrete way in some other 
location. 


